IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
^ Group Art Unit 3753 


In re 

Patent Application of 


Volker W. Hafher, et al. 


Application No. 10/679,742 

Confirmation No.: 2805 

Filed: October 6, 2003 

Examiner: Gerald A. Michalsky 

"VACUUM DRAINAGE SYSTEM' 

Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Transmitted herewith is an Amendment in the above-identified application. 
No additional fee is required. 

In the event Applicant has overlooked the need to request an extension of time, please 
consider this a request for the same. 

Charge or credit Deposit Account No. 13-3080 with any shortage or overpayment of 
the fees associated with this communication. A duplicate copy of this sheet is enclosed. 


Respectfully submitted. 



Donald W. Walk 
Reg. No. 29,118 


File No. 010341-9016-00 

Michael Best & Friedrich LLP 
100 East Wisconsin Avenue 
Suite 3300 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53202-4108 
414.271.6560 


I, Susan L. Buckin^am, hereby certify that this correspondence is 
being deposited with the U.S. Postal Service as first class mail in an 
envelope addressed to Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, 
Alexandria, VA 223 1 3-1450^ of my signature. • ^ 

^ignatumT 0 

Date of SignatuE^' 
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Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

AMENDMENT 

Sir: 

In response to the Office Action dated May 12, 2005, please amend the application as 
shown on the attached amendment to the claims. 

REMARKS 

The Examiner rejected claims 5, 6, 8, 18, 19, and 21, indicating that those claims 
contained an element with no antecedent basis. Applicant has amended claims 5, 6, 8, 18, 19, 
and 21 such that the term "reservoir'' has been changed to "accumulator," which does have 
antecedent basis. Therefore, the 35 U.S.C. H 1 12 rejection has been overcome for the claims 
at issue. 

With regard to Examiner's objection to the drawings as not showing a solenoid- 
operated actuator, Applicant respectfully submits that a solenoid-operated actuator is 
illustrated at reference number 80 in Figs. 1-5. When viewed in conjunction with page 7, 


I, Susan L. Buckingham, hereby certify that this correspondence is 
being deposited with the U.S. Postal Service as first class mail in an 
envelope addressed to Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, 



DateofSign^e ^ 


